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SLPS Announcement

SLPS Students to Compete in FIRST Tech Challenge 

On Saturday, December 4, three SLPS robots will be competing in the 2010 FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) competition at St. Louis Community College- Florissant Valley campus gymnasium, 3400 Pershall Rd. Teams and coaches are expected to arrive at 7:30 a.m. with competition lasting until approximately 4:30 p.m. 
SLPS in the News
· SLPS thanks district music teachers for their contributions (St. Louis Globe Democrat)
· New citizens, immigrants share first Thanksgiving dinner in St. Louis (KSDK)

· Kindergarten garlands (St. Louis American)

· College essays help teens confront past, plan future (St. Louis Post Dispatch)

· Supporting video: http://videos.stltoday.com/p/video?id=30823611&genre_id=2966
· Pierre Laclede Elementary School (Keaveny Connection)
· Behind the Minds- HECTV

· Story about Metro student, Elizabeth Glenn, found at 23:15 mark http://www.hectv.org/programs/ser/behind/ep250.php
· Five Star After-School Program
· Furthering scholarships by shopping (St. Louis American)

· http://www.stlamerican.com/articles/2010/12/03/career_center/employment_news/career01.txt
· School News (Suburban Journals)

· Buckingham, Collins, Bruce, Fenny recognized with cash and ... (St. Louis American)
· Continuity in SLPS (St. Louis American)
· Salutes: Mason School of Academic and Cultural Literacy

· Salutes: Mallinckrodt Elementary
SLPS News

· Jefferson Elem. at Rams Game
· Little Bit Foundation at Mann
· December Pastor Breakfast
· Central VPA- Lincoln Museum
· November 2010 Poetry Slam
· 2010 Music Teachers of the Year
· IWS Thanksgiving
· 11.30.2010 SAB Recognition
· ECC Teachers of the Year
Palada Director Screens Film at International Welcome School

Mr. Tom Michler, the International Welcome School’s after school soccer coach from New Dimensions, hosted an all school assembly featuring a screening of Pelada, a documentary about soccer and the people that play it from across the world. The film’s director, Gwendolyn Oxenham, also attended assembly to answer questions from third to eighth grade students after the screening.   

Because the assembly offered a lesson in global studies, students will be now required to follow up with activities that support reading and social studies.  

Woerner Elementary athlete advances in NFL Punt, Pass & Kick competition

Written by, Carl Nelson

Alex Kelmendi, a fourth grade student athlete at Woerner Elementary, recently advanced in the NFL sponsored Punt, Pass & Kick competition, a national skills competition for boys and girls ages 8-15.  Alex had the best overall score at Woerner Elementary, and maintained the best overall score for his age group for the entire area covered by the St. Louis Rams.

On December 19th, Alex will compete against three other boys from Eldorado, IL; Ashland, MO; and Staunton, IL; during halftime at the Rams Football Game. If Alex wins this event, he and one parent or guardian will travel all expenses paid to the Finals at an NFL playoff game in January.

Fresh Start Student Gives Back to School

Terron Gaines, a former student from Fresh Start who graduated one and a half months ago, was so appreciative of the education and support he received at the school that he decided to give back the only way he could, by cooking. Gaines, now a student at L’École Culinaire, prepared a delicious Thanksgiving meal for faculty and staff.  
SLPS Teacher Awarded “Kids in Need” Teacher Grant

Mr. Andrew Goodin, a chemistry teacher at Soldan ISHS, has been working hard to teach students in his chemistry class the skills and theories behind bonding, reactions, and acids/bases. As a capstone to the course, he has planned to apply his students’ knowledge in an inquiry based soap making project, but the project needed funding. He applied and has received a “Kids In Need” Teacher Grant to purchase supplies for his "Kazaam! Clean-Hands in Chemistry" soap-making project.
In this project, students will explore saponification as they work to create the recipe for the perfect soap. In an effort to simulate industrial chemistry, a "budget" will be provided for each group to "purchase" supplies to make the soap. Research and development will occur to formulate the correct process and the final product will be tested before its "release" (to be graded.)

Gateway IT’s Book Drive a Success! 

Written by, Jeanne Norris, Faculty Sponsor, Interact Club

During the month of November the Gateway IT Interact Club sponsored a Book Drive to benefit Sigel Elementary School.  The response from Gateway students and faculty was wonderful—over 500 books have been collected.  This is more than enough for each student at Sigel to receive a book to take home.  Interact members will visit Sigel on Thursday, December 9th, from 2:45-3:45pm, for a reading activity in each classroom and to distribute books to the students.  

The Gateway IT Interact Club is a new community service and leadership club founded this year.  It is a subsidiary of the Rotary Club.  For more information, including past community service projects sponsored by Interact, please visit http://slpshs.schoolwires.net/197620102913845467/site/default.asp
Woerner Elementary celebrates “America Recycles Day”

Written by, Carl Nelson

On November 15th, Woerner Elementary students celebrated the culmination of a month’s worth of work to help students better understand recycling.  First grade teachers Stephanie Penrose, Bethany Cooper and Leslie Schainker spearheaded the effort which began with a contest for classrooms to bring in paper from home for the school’s recycling bin.  The winning class won a special party and the school received additional funds for having filled the recycle dumpster so many times.

At the assembly, students watched a video demonstrating the recycling process and were entertained by songs and skits from 1st and 5th graders.  Music teacher Carl Nelson formed a “can band” using a variety of empty aluminum cans strapped to a PVC pipe frame along with 5 gallon buckets and a few pots and pans.  The assembly ended the students pledging to do their best to reduce, reuse and recycle.

Upcoming Events

Students-in-Transition Program Featured on KMOX

Ms. Thomas-Murray, the Students-in-Transition Coordinator, will be discussing this necessary and needed program December 5, at 7:00pm, on KMOX.

Roosevelt High School to Welcome RAW DAWGS Founder

Novation Church is sponsoring an all school assembly at Roosevelt High School on Monday, December 6, 2010, at 1:00p.m. The guest speaker will be Joseph Jennings, founder of RAW DAWGS Youth Corps, a program designed to assist young urban males in their transition into manhood. 

Jefferson Arts Integration Pilot School Kicks-Off NFL Play 60 Program
On Tuesday, December 7, at 9:30am, students from Jefferson Arts Integration Pilot School will be kicking-off its NFL Play 60 Program by welcoming players from the St. Louis Rams. 

The NFL PLAY 60 program is a national youth health and fitness campaign focused on increasing the wellness of young fans by encouraging them to be active for at least 60 minutes a day.  The Play 60 program at Jefferson Arts Integration Pilot School is made possible thanks to a partnership with the Centene Corporation and the St. Louis Rams. 
Clyde C. Miller Career Academy FFA Poinsettia Sale 

Clyde C. Miller’s FFA chapter will be selling poinsettias on December 8th at Clyde C. Miller Career Academy from 2:30 until 7:00 pm. or by appointment. All Proceeds Benefit Clyde C. Miller Career Academy FFA chapter.
Price Listing: 

· 4” Pots $3.00 

· 6 1/2” Pots with 4 Blooms $12.00 

*A variety of colors will be available.

For additional information please contact: Stephanie Mohr– FFA Advisor at Stephanie.Mohr@slps.org or (314) 371-0394.
Soldan to Host Annual Holiday Concert

The Soldan Music Department is having its annual holiday concert, ’Tis the Season, on Thursday, December 9, 2010, at 6:30p.m. This concert will feature the award winning Concert Choir, Concert Band, Praise Dancers, Tigerettes, and a special guest.   The concert will be held in the Soldan Auditorium and the admission for this concert is $2.00 or 2 canned goods. 
Students at Ford and Walbridge to Receive Gifts from Secret Santa

This year Mr. Maurice Jordan along with family, friends, and co-workers will provide Christmas wishes to preschoolers, kindergarteners, and 1st graders at Ford Community Education Full Service School, 1383 Clara Ave., on Tuesday, December 14th, at 8:45a.m. and Walbridge Community Education Full Service School, 500 Davison Ave, on Wednesday, December 16th, at 8:30am. 

The Secret Santa program is now in its 9th year servicing Pre-K - 1st grade students.  Since its inception, the Secret Santa program has given to over 1500 SLPS families.  

50th Anniversary Celebration

Jefferson Elementary School will be celebrating its 50 years at the 1301 Hogan St. location with an Anniversary Celebration. 
Date: Tuesday, December 14, 2010
Time: 5:00pm-6:30pm
Admission is free, and the celebration will feature:
· School tours

· Student displays honoring the past five decades

· 50th Anniversary souvenirs available

· Special guest speaker 
Annie’s Winter Wonderland

Shaw VPA CEFSS will be performing Annie’s Winter Wonderland and featuring visual art, dance, vocal music, drama, and instrumental music acts. 
Date: December 16, 2010

Showtime: 2 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Walbridge Students to Perform a Winter Concert at Garrison Health Center

The Walbridge Elementary Honors Choir and Ms. Gaines' Fourth Grade class will be presenting a Winter Concert at Garrison Health Center on Thursday, December 16, at 11:00 a.m.  Garrison is a home for the elderly located at 2939 Magazine Street neat Yeatman Square Park.  

“Happy Birthday Hodgen!”10th Anniversary Program & Reception
Date: Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Time: 10:00 a.m. Hodgen Gymnasium 

 8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the 2010-2011 school year:



December 7 – McKinley CJA @ Washington University



December 8 - Long Middle School @ Webster University



December 9 - L’Ouverture Middle School @ Harris Stowe State University



December 10 – Busch AAA Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Forest Park



January 25 -    Bunche IS Middle School at Soldan @ Webster University



January 26 -    Stevens Middle School @ St. Louis University



January 27 -    Carr Lane VPA Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Forest Park



January 28 -    Lyon @ Blow @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

Resources/Opportunities for SLPS Families and Staff

Message from St. Louis Children’s Hospital

Thousands of Missouri children go without medical insurance.  But they could qualify for FREE or LOW-COST coverage.  Some pregnant women and parents may even be eligible. Project KEEP (Kids Enrollment Education Project) is here to help families enroll with MO Healthnet for Kids, Missouri’s health insurance program for children.  Even if you’ve been turned down in the past, your children may be eligible now.  Call for more information: (314) 286-1016.

Borders to offer $15 gift cards for public schools 

The Associated Press- Posted on November 29, 2010 at 9:34 PM

NEW YORK (AP) -- The much discussed documentary "Waiting for Superman," which offers a harsh portrait of the country's public schools, has inspired a promotional collaboration among the Borders Group superstore chain, an education fundraiser and the publisher of the movie's companion book.  

On Dec. 4 and Dec. 5, any Borders customer making an in-store purchase, whether of a book or a bagel or a latte, will receive a $15 gift card to donate to a public school of choice through DonorsChoose.org, an Internet-based charity. Anyone purchasing the book "Waiting for 'Superman': How We Can Save America's Failing Public Schools" will receive a second $15 card.  

The companion text was published by PublicAffairs, part of the Perseus Books Group, which along with Borders and DonorsChoose.org announced the campaign Sunday.  

Free Math Professional Development at UMSL K-12!

Date:   Monday, December 6, 2010

Time:   4:30 – 6:15 PM

Place:  College of Education, UMSL Campus

RSVP:  Dr. Randy Sommers at sommersr@umsl.edu
Questions?  Contact Audrey Jackson, Director of Professional Development of SLPS.  345-2425
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